Acorus Restoration leading by example
By MARG WERDEN

Twelve years ago, Restoration Ecologist Paul Morris decided to leave his job with a consultation
firm in Toronto and strike out on his own to research and supply native plants and trees to
landowners and landscaping firms.

As a result, Acorus Restoration Native Plant Nursery was established in the west end of Norfolk.
"l have seen the destruction and degradation of many natural habitats in the areas | frequent,”
Morris stated. "While this saddens me greatly, | am not one to sit by and wallow in despondency
or apathy. | established this nursery as a focal point for what can be done to give something back
and to heal the planet.”

Morris spent much of his childhood in the outdoors which fostered a passion for natural history.
After completing his undergraduate degree in biology at the University of Waterloo, he went on to
finish his Masters degree at Acadia University in Nova Scotia. During this time, he was involved in
intensive greenhouse, laboratory and field research on native plants. "l learned a lot about
coastal plain plants and the propagation of wetland species during this time," Morris explained.

The site of Acorus Restoration at #722 6th Concession, two kilometres west of Walsingham, is a
95-acre former tobacco farm. "We use the farm mainly for seed collection and tree planting. We
specialize in plants and trees that are indigenous to the area including super-dry prairie species,
shoreline plants, water plants, woodland shrubs and trees, wildflowers, and spring ephemerals.
These plants have been here since the last glaciation formed the Great Lakes and the wildlife of
the area needs them to survive. Many creatures that are struggling for survival depend on these
plants for their existence and each of us can make a simple contribution by planting them. Even
in the city, a postage stamp of habitat helps migrating butterflies and songbirds get food along the
way."

Acorus Restoration now has approximately 350 species native to Ontario available for sale at the
nursery or through their catalogue. The plants available include wildflowers, grasses, trees,
shrubs, and vines, and, in the catalogue, each listing indicates what type of wildlife will benefit by
planting it. "In addition to the 350 plants we already have available," Morris said, "We are
experimenting with 50 to 100 others that are not in production yet."

In addition to using the farm to propagate native plants, Morris has established a number of
different habitats connected by a two- to three-kilometre trail system. "The trail is open to the
public during our retail season that starts on Earth Day during the third week of April and goes to
Thanksgiving," Morris explained. "My goals with each of the natural habitats we created are to
foster the health of a broad range of ecosystems and to heal the planet. What flourished are
magical areas of great beauty and increasing biodiversity, which brings more species of birds,
butterflies, and frogs each year. | take a bottom-up approach to planet healing; heal the earth and
wildlife will come, sometimes even as you are planting the plants.”

Although the nursery is now closed for the season, Morris said the trail can still be used by the
public if arrangements are made ahead of time by calling Acorus Restoration at 519-586-2603.

Morris has also established a half-acre display garden that features over 100 species suitable for
the home, estate or large-scale habitat restoration. "This living herbarium gives people a chance
to see these amazing plants in their full glory," Morris said. "We are in the process of changing
this display garden to make it more of a maze and contemplative garden."

The farm also includes a demonstration pond. "This pond shows you what you can do with
irrigation ponds to attract wildlife," Morris said.

Morris also continues to do some consulting work. "l am available to assess people's properties
or to do work for developers and governments," he explained. "One of our recent projects was the
storm water pond in High Park in Toronto. We also do environmental impact assessments,
biological inventories, and restoration plans."



During the retail season, Acorus Restoration also holds information workshops on topics such as
gardening with native plants, water gardening, and restoring prairies, wetlands or woodlands.
"We are also available to give talks to interested groups about any of these topics," Morris added.

For more information about Acorus Restoration, visit their website at www.ecologyart.com.
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1/2. Paul Morris is the founder and owner of Acorus Restoration, a native plant nursery west of
Walsingham that propagates more than 350 species of flowers, shrubs, and trees native to the
area.

3. Bright yellow fall leaves against a clear blue sky is just one of the many beautiful sites that can
be seen on a walk along the trails at Acorus Restoration.

4. Numerous bird species, including Black-capped Chickadees, can be seen and heard on the
Acorus Restoration trails that traverse a variety of habitats.

5. A small woodland creek snakes through a 954acneer tobacco farm that is now
home to Acorus Restoration, which includes a twahtee-kilometre trail.
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